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In the Matter of

Amendment of Section 2.106 of the
Commission's Rules to Allocate
Spectrum at 2 GHz for Use by the
Mobile-Satellite Service

To: The Commission

)
)
) ET Docket No. 95-18
)
)
) DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

KEPLY COMMENTS

Apple Computer, Inc. ("Apple") hereby responds to the Comments of the

Society of Broadcast Engineers, Inc., ("SBE") filed in the above-referenced

proceeding on May 5, 1995.

In this proceeding, the Federal Communications Commission (the

"Commission") has proposed to reallocate certain spectrum from the broadcast

auxiliary service ("BAS") to the mobile-satellite service (''M5S''). In its

comments, SBE argued that 2 GHz BAS bands are heavily used and that the

television broadcast industry has been able to operate with seven electronic news

gathering ("ENG") chalUlels only through voluntary frequency coordination,

sharing, and the "safety valve" effect of temporarily "borrOWing" spectrum in

other (non-BAS) bands, including the 2390-2400 MHz band)

Apple takes no position on the Commission's reallocation proposal or on

the spectrum requirements for BAS operations. In considering available

spectrum resources, however, the Commission should be aware of the fact that,

in light of its decision to allocate the 2390-2400 MHz band for Data-PCS,2 it will

no longer be possible for BAS/ENG operators to use the 2390-2400 MHz band on

a temporary overflow basis. Data-PCS devices - which will operate at a very

low power, in conformance with a spectrum"etiquette" governing shared

frequency use by all devices using the band - calUlot co-exist with much higher-

1 SBE Comments at " 4-5.
2 First Report and Order and Second NPRM, ET Docket No. 94-32 (released Feb. 17, 1995).
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powend BAS/ENG transmitters. Moreover, because many Data-PeS devices

will be operated on an "anytime, anywhere" basis, it will not be possible to

coordinate geographically BAS/ENG operations with Data-PCS operations.

Finally, because many Data-PeS devices will be operated by users who would be
unable to identify a source of interference (or, indeed, even to recognize that

interference has occurred), permitting BAS/ENG operator'S to use the 2390-2400
MHz band on the conditian that they cease transmissions if objectionable

interference occurs would not protect Data-PeS users.

Apple's interest in the development o£ Data-PCS and, in particular, in the

allocation and use of the 2390-2400 MHz band is well documented. Apple,

therefore, urges the Commission to take these reply comments and the needsoi
Data-PCS users (as well the Amateur Service, which now has a primary
allocation in the 2390-2400 MHz band) into consideration in assessing SBE's

oomments in this proceeding.
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